APPENDIX IX
the working, and if you could do the same in Germany it would
be well.
Yours, etc.,
(Signed)   S. C. swenson.
Decomposition must have been the cause of the gas given off
when the tins were opened at various times, so that the whole
question is how long can the process of decomposition proceed
before the oil becomes dangerous. To determine this period will
scarcely be possible. The fact that you have had oil for about
six months in your office means nothing, for, first, our oil is already
much more than six months old; secondly, your oil did not go
through the tropics; and thirdly, it is probably not as closely
confined as ours. Moreover, the fact that the tins bulged shows
that a quantity of gas had collected in them.
Some days ago the Pacific Mail Steamship Company wrote to
us to inform us that twenty small cases, ostensibly containing
alcohol, had arrived at Aspinwall, and that they had not yet been
sent on, as they were believed to contain nitro-glycerine, because
they had been consigned to us, and were similar to the former
oil cases. We informed the company that they had no ground
for alarm, and told them what kind of alcohol it was* We were
informed that the company had written to Aspinwall to say that
the cases did in fact contain alcohol, and that they left it to the
discretion of the people there to forward them or not, This
foolish action of the company is exceedingly trying, as it delays
the arrival of the alcohol by at least a month, and we risk not
getting it at all.
As the factory in New York is not yet working, surely Nobel
has the right to send another consignment of unexplosive oil,
but only by sailing ship. This cannot but be of advantage to the
New York company, for the more the article gets known here, the
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